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Sheldon K. Friedlander Award

This award honors professor Sheldon Friedlander for his leadership as a 
researcher, teacher and pioneer in aerosol science.

The Sheldon K. Friedlander Award
“recognizes an outstanding dissertation by an individual who has 

earned a doctoral degree. The dissertation can be in any discipline in the 
physical, biomedical or engineering sciences but has to be in a field of 

aerosol science and technology.”



2025 Recipient of the Sheldon K. Friedlander Award
Payton Beeler

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Dr. Payton Beeler is the Linus Pauling Distinguished 
Postdoctoral Fellow at Pacific Northwest National Lab.
Awarded for her dissertation “Enhanced Shortwave 
Absorption and Rapid COVID-19 Spread: A Tale of Two 
Aerosol-driven Impacts,” which led to 10 publications (6 
first-author).
“Payton’s penchant for quantitatively modelling complex 
systems and clearly communicating the results shines 
throughout her thesis.”
“Payton Beeler’s work exemplifies the excellence and 
originality that the Sheldon K. Friedlander Award was 
established to recognize.”
“Payton is an insightful scientist and a skillful modeler who 
works seamlessly across particle-scale and global-scale 
problems.”


